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!-_ II !!!:! 1 !_^^!!!!_ COUnCil PUShSS Euro P ean Diabetis Database 

of EU S ^i^ PrSSS : gSnCy *** reP ° rtS ° n the irtonml meeting 
of EU health ministers in Vienna. US Secretary of Health and 
Human Services Michael Leavitt and China's Minister for 
Health Gao Quiang also attended the conference, which 
focused on fighting diabetes and specific health problems of 
women. Austrian Minister for Health Maria Rauch-Kallat^t 
the beginning of the meeting recalled the explosion at the 

suoW 2 , P ° Wer Plant 20 ySarS a *°' Messing that 

r^l; d " aSter / mUSt nSVer ha PP en Secretary Leavitt 

k t L n Xt C ° meS to Public health, we have to think 
about the unthinkable; because it happens » 

^W n f^ Pr T inCial daily " Salzbu **~ Nachrichten" and 
ORF TV s prxme time news »2iBI" on Wednesday also reported 
on the conference. 



EU Criticizes Bulgarian Judiciary 
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2. According to a report in semi-official daily "Wiener 
Zextung," EU Enlargement Commissioner Olli Rehn has harshly 
criticized membership candidate Bulgaria, stressing the 

SS^^SSI b ?H kl ° g " ° n meaSUrGS t0 f±ght ^anized 
reo^d f Ur ^ ermoEe ' there a " some "obscure aspects" with 
regard to the independence of Bulgaria's judiciary the 
Commissioner argues. Austria ratified the EU membership 
treaties for Bulgaria and Romania yesterday. 



EU Quarrel over Turkey Settled 



3. Following months of dispute, the EU member states have 
reached agreement on conditions for Turkey and Croatia's EU 
membership. Semi-official daily "Wiener Zeitung'' quotes an 
tEf^Sh P£ ! SidenCy «P<>ke»person as announcLg^ednes^y 
tltL . COUI * r " s be sent an invitation from the EU 

member states today to present their positions on the 
"SSSS and culture" sectors. The taking into account of 
political criteria," as called for by several EU countries 
however, has been dropped from this text, as the EU 
ambassadors will discuss this aspect separately, the daily 

EU Committee Presents Report on CIA Flights 

loon ^tl 1 E " comtlittee s ^ys the CIA has run more than 
1000 flights within the European Union since 2001, often 

oS n Sdr in ? H err ? r i St SUS * ects for questioning overseas, 
2Jir£?' llb ! ral t** 1 * " Der Standard" and semi-official 
otool " W " ne V eit ™f' «y. The European Parliament began a 
probe after claims the US flew suspects to secret prisons in 
countries that regularly use torture. The US admits soZ 
terror suspects were flown overseas for interrogation but 
denies sending them there for torture. Report author Claudio 

« \^JTl EU StateS had ign ° red the hundreds of CIA 
flights that had used their airports, according to ORF 

memt^/ aVa Sin * led ° ut Swede »< "aly and Bosnia (not an EU 

SEE r :: ular criticisa - Th « ***** u-t. a 

Is Zlli * ^ !. rt ' Gern,any t0 A2 « b aijan in January 2003 

as having passed through Austrian airspace, the "Standard" 



Gudenus Sentenced 



UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 

5. A court in Vienna has given a former Freedom Party (FPOe) 
member of the Austrian Upper House, the Bundesrat, John 
Gudenus a one-year suspended sentence, independent 
provincial daily "Salzburger Nachrichten" reports on its 
front page. He was convicted in connection with remarks made 
in two interviews last year, in which he disputed the 
existence of gas chambers during the Nazi period. Gudenus 
has announced he will appeal the sentence. 
ORF radio early morning news "Mor gen journal , » which also 
reports on the issue, says that the Austrian Lower House of 
Parliament will remember the victims of National Socialism 



With US Lawsuit, Bawag Sale Difficult 



6 All Austrian media continue to give prominent coverage to 
the scandal surrounding Austrian bank Bawag, which took a 
new turn yesterday when creditors of the bankrupt US broker 
firm Refco filed a class action suit against the Austrian 
bank, charging it with assistance to fraud. According to 
semi-official daily "Wiener Zeitung," the creditors claim 
that Bawag was not just an uninformed recipient of Refco 
money, and instead knew of Refco head Phillip Bennet's 
illegal activities. This would make Bawag an accomplice in 
the case - an allegation the bank has dismissed. Like all 
media, mass-circulation daily "Kurier" writes in a front- 
page report that the threat of a US lawsuit has "shocked 
potential buyers of bank Bawag." The sale of the bank, which 
was planned to go ahead today, is now "completely 
unrealistic," the daily says. 



President Bush's Vienna Visit 



7. Mass -circulation weekly magazine "News" in its April 27 
issue reports on the expected visit of US President George 
Bush to Vienna for the US-EU summit June 21. Although the 
White House has not yet officially announced the US 
President's trip (a fact Austrian Foreign Minister Ursula 
Fiassnik emphasizes in an interview with "News") 
preparations for the visit are already under way,' the weekly 

2?f S w ithT" f° a <* antral Vienna (page 

23) with key locations and venues of the expected event The 
US President will be staying at the Hotel Intercontinental, 
J£ Wlth AuStrian Chancellor Wolfgang Schuessel at 

the Hofburg, according to "News." Furthermore, at the US 
Embassy at Boltzmanngasse about 100 CIA and secret service 



UNCLASSIFIED 



officials are allegedly already wor^ g C L\ S h ^™? dential 

uTand IT t WeeklY alS ° dStailS SSCUrity — es, i^Suding 
US and Austrian security forces and personnel, US-Awacs and 
radar surveillance and anti aircraft missiles stationed 
throughout Vienna for the Bush visit. In the run-up £o the 

already officially registered for anti-Bush demonstrations 
such as the "Bush go home" platform with about i"5S ' 
expected protestors , says "News . " 

Rice and Rumsfeld on Surprise Visit to Baghdad 

8. US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice has praised Iraa's 
new Prime Minister, saying he is focused on and com^ftted^o 
forming a national unity government. Rice vas spea^ng alter 
she and Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld met Premier al- 
Maliki on an unannounced visit to Baghdad. Semi-official 
daily "Wiener Zeitung" quotes the Secretary of State at 

JTshoi 2 ^ ^ at . With these the United States wants 

to show the Iraqi people there is unity regarding the 
political and military aspects of its mission i^Iraq. 
ORF radio meanwhile quotes Defense Secretary Rumsfeld as 
Ir:r S n: g add;d ne " Iraqi * OV ™ fc « - 'iortJfS.Sg.. 
S^ssrvfp^s"." S ° Vereign Md th ^'" ™ 
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